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JULES LOBEL (pro hac vice) 

Email:  jll3@pitt.edu 

ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (pro hac vice) 

Email:  aagathocleous@ccrjustice.org 

RACHEL MEEROPOL (pro hac vice) 

Email:  rachelm@ccrjustice.org 

CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY  10012 

Tel:  (212) 614-6478 

Fax:  (212) 614-6499 

 

GREGORY D. HULL (Bar No. 57367) 

Email:  greg.hull@weil.com 

BAMBO OBARO (Bar No. 267683) 

Email:  bambo.obaro@weil.com 

WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES LLP 

201 Redwood Shores Parkway 

Redwood Shores, CA  94065-1134 

Tel:  (650) 802-3000 

Fax:  (650) 802-3100 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

(Additional counsel listed on attached page) 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

OAKLAND DIVISION 

   TODD ASHKER, DANNY TROXELL, GEORGE 

RUIZ, JEFFREY FRANKLIN, GEORGE FRANCO, 

GABRIEL REYES, RICHARD JOHNSON, PAUL 

REDD, LUIS ESQUIVEL, and RONNIE 

DEWBERRY, on their own behalf, and on behalf of 

a class of similarly situated prisoners, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor of the State 

of California, MATTHEW CATE, Secretary, 

California Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation (CDCR); ANTHONY CHAUS, 

Chief, Office of Correctional Safety, CDCR; and 

G.D. LEWIS, Warden, Pelican Bay State Prison, 

Defendants. 
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I, Paul Redd, declare under penalty of perjury that: 

1. I am a 56-year-old prisoner and have spent 33 of the past 35 years in solitary confinement 

in California.  With the exception of a short period between December 2000 and March 

2001, I have been incarcerated at the Pelican Bay SHU since 1990.   

2. My disciplinary misconduct over the past 25 years did not involve gang violence or gang-

related activities, and did not carry a determinate SHU term.  I have not had any 

significant disciplinary misconduct for the past 25 years.   

3. I was denied inactive status in 2011 based purely on association and my political writings 

and materials, and not based on any gang-related actions.  My SHU retention was based 

on possession of drawings, and cards related to George Jackson and the Black Panthers, 

and my appearance on a roster of purported gang affiliates found amid the property of 

another prisoner.  In addition, one confidential informant identified me as a BGF 

“captain” and another labeled me a “main BGF member” responsible for routing BGF 

communications through the legal system.  None of these source items provide any 

evidence of any actions engaged in by me on behalf of a prison gang in the prior six 

years. True and correct copies of my 2011 inactive review documents can be found at 

Exhibit N.  

4. The 180-day reviews are a sham.  I have only been asked if I will debrief, and whether I 

am mentally ill.  Prison officials also check that my records are in order.  The only 

determination of whether I am eligible to leave the SHU is made at my six-year reviews. 

5. While in prison, because of my legal research and familiarity with CDCR’s rules, 

regulations and practices, I have helped many other prisoners with their legal cases.  I 

was designated by CDCR as an “approved correspondent,” which meant that I could 

officially provide legal assistance to other prisoners in their habeas cases, civil rights 
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claims, or internal CDCR appeals.  As an approved correspondent, I could write and 

receive letters and documents from other prisoners.  Such correspondence went through 

the Pelican Bay law library, and was reviewed by the Institutional Gang Investigator Unit 

(IGI) so that they could ensure that my correspondence was on legal matters and had 

nothing to do with gang activity. 

6. Over the years I was an approved correspondent, I would estimate that I aided 

approximately 300 fellow prisoners in various legal matters, including aiding between 

100 and 150 prisoners with gang validation between 1990 and 1999, and another 25 

prisoners with inactive reviews between 1999 and 2011.   

7. After the 2011 hunger strike by the prisoners, CDCR terminated the approved 

correspondent program at Pelican Bay SHU, so that I can no longer correspond with 

other prisoners. 

8. The numerous inactive reviews of prisoners who I aided invariably involved IGI and SSU 

determining that a prisoner was validated as a member/associate and/or still an active 

gang member.  In the documents that I reviewed, common source items that CDCR used 

to determine that prisoners at the SHU were not inactive included: 

a) Inter-departmental envelopes found in their possession with the name of a 

prisoner who was validated as a gang member, particularly when there was 

some mark or scratch next to the name.  These are envelopes that are 

circulated by various prison staff such as counselors or medical staff.  

Prisoners have no control over whose name is on the envelope they receive. 

b) Poems written by prisoners, or political writings or poems from another 

validated gang member found in their cell; 
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c) Their name appearing on a list of alleged gang members found in the cell of 

an unidentified prisoner; 

d) A chrono in which a guard states that the prisoner was simply talking with a 

validated gang member, for example in the library or through a yard door; 

e) Their possession of artwork or political or cultural materials such as 

something written in Swahili; and 

f) Their possession of an address book which contains the address of a validated 

gang member. 

9. I am eligible for parole, and have been before the Parole Board numerous times.  

However, I cannot get parole because I am in the SHU.  For example, in 2001, I was 

reviewed by the Parole Board and told that I need to be in a less restrictive environment 

in order to obtain parole. 

10. A few weeks ago, a prisoner named Charles Coleman was being escorted from the pod 

and was loudly greeting other prisoners.  He and several other prisoners received 

documents informing them that this so-called communication would be used at their next 

inactive reviews. 

11. My prolonged solitary confinement in Pelican Bay has caused me serious harm.  I have 

described and discussed this harm with the experts who have been retained by my 

lawyers in this case.   

12. I suffer from hypertension, Type 2 diabetes, vision problems, and a thyroid disorder for 

which I receive no medication.  I also suffer from chronic lower back and knee pain as a 

result of an incident in which a corrections officer kicked a chain in my direction.  

Doctors would not refer me to a consultation with an orthopedist because they say that 

the prison no longer contracts with one.     
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ADDITIONAL PLAINTIFFS’ COUNSEL 
 

CHARLES F.A. CARBONE (SBN 206536) 

Email:  charles@charlescarbone.com 

EVAN CHARLES GREENBERG (SBN 271356) 

Email:  evan@charlescarbone.com 

LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES CARBONE 

P.O. Box 2809 

San Francisco, CA  94126 

Tel:  (415) 981-9773 

Fax:  (415) 981-9774 

 

MARILYN S. MCMAHON (SBN 270059) 

Email:  marilyn@prisons.org 

CALIFORNIA PRISON FOCUS 

1904 Franklin Street, Suite 507 

Oakland, CA  94612 

Tel:  (510) 734-3600 

Fax:  (510) 836-7222 

 

ANNE BUTTERFIELD WEILLS (SBN 139845) 

Email:  aweills@aol.com 

SIEGEL & YEE 

499 14TH STREET, SUITE 300 

Oakland, CA  94612 

Tel:  (510) 839-1200 

Fax:  (510) 444-6698 

 

CAROL STRICKMAN (SBN 78341) 

Email:  carol@prisonerswithchildren.org 

LEGAL SERVICES FOR PRISONERS WITH CHILDREN 

1540 Market Street, Suite 490 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

Tel:  (415) 255-7036 

Fax:  (415) 552-3150 
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   JULES LOBEL (pro hac vice) 

Email:  jll3@pitt.edu 

ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (pro hac vice) 

Email:  aagathocleous@ccrjustice.org 

RACHEL MEEROPOL (pro hac vice) 

Email:  rachelm@ccrjustice.org 

CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY  10012 

Tel:  (212) 614-6478 

Fax:  (212) 614-6499 

 

GREGORY D. HULL (Bar No. 57367) 

Email:  greg.hull@weil.com 

BAMBO OBARO (Bar No. 267683) 

Email:  bambo.obaro@weil.com 

WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES LLP 

201 Redwood Shores Parkway 

Redwood Shores, CA  94065-1134 

Tel:  (650) 802-3000 

Fax:  (650) 802-3100 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

(Additional counsel listed on attached page) 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

OAKLAND DIVISION 

   TODD ASHKER, DANNY TROXELL, GEORGE 

RUIZ, JEFFREY FRANKLIN, GEORGE FRANCO, 

GABRIEL REYES, RICHARD JOHNSON, PAUL 

REDD, LUIS ESQUIVEL, and RONNIE 

DEWBERRY, on their own behalf, and on behalf of 

a class of similarly situated prisoners, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor of the State 

of California, MATTHEW CATE, Secretary, 

California Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation (CDCR); ANTHONY CHAUS, 

Chief, Office of Correctional Safety, CDCR; and 

G.D. LEWIS, Warden, Pelican Bay State Prison, 

Defendants. 
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I, Gabriel Reyes, declare under penalty of perjury that: 

 

1. I am a 47-year-old prisoner and I have spent almost 17 years continuously in isolation in 

California.  I have been at the Pelican Bay SHU for over 15 years.   

2. I am serving a sentence of 25 years to life under California’s “three strikes” law.  

3. The lack of telephone calls and difficulties involved in visiting Pelican Bay impose a 

considerable strain on my family relationships.  

4. Phone calls are not permitted to prisoners at the SHU, except in certain emergencies.  

You are supposed to be able to call your family after a parent dies, but even this call is 

discretionary.  I was denied a telephone call home after my stepfather died, because I had 

been allowed a telephone call several months earlier when my biological father died.  

5. I have not hugged my daughters in almost two decades, since they were in first grade and 

pre-school, because all visits at the Pelican Bay SHU are strictly non-contact.  They are 

now adults.  I was recently allowed to send my children a photograph of me – my first in 

17 years.  

6. I was trying to continue my education, but in 2007 CDCR cancelled the program at 

Pelican Bay SHU. 

7. My prolonged solitary confinement in Pelican Bay has caused me serious harm.  I have 

described and discussed this harm with the experts who have been retained by my 

lawyers in this case.   

8. I suffer from several chronic medical ailments, including Sjogren’s Syndrome, chronic 

nerve degeneration, chronic pain, arthritis, and Raynaud’s Disease.  In the past, I was 

prescribed effective medications for these problems.  Most of those medications have 

been discontinued at the Pelican Bay SHU, and other medical treatment has also been 
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withdrawn without explanation.  At the SHU, I developed an autoimmune ailment, which 

causes dryness of the eyes, mouth and all the mucus membranes and causes other, more 

serious conditions affecting the nerves and joints.  While here, I also developed Chronic 

Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and Raynaud’s Disease.  

9. The doctor here told me that if I wanted better medical care, I should debrief. 

10. Despite the promise of release through “gang inactivity,” I have been repeatedly denied 

inactive gang status based on association, without evidence of any gang activity as I 

understand those words.  At my first inactive review I was denied inactive status based on 

one source item: exercising with other validated prisoners in a group yard while in 

administrative segregation.  

11. At my last inactive review, in 2008, I was denied inactive status based on two items 

found in my cell.  One was a cursive design for a tattoo of my name and, as alleged by 

CDCR, included a Mactlactlomei symbol below my name.  The second was a cultural 

drawing of a woman, man and a Mayan Shaman, with a geometric pattern alleged to be 

what CDCR refers to as a G-shield.  The G-shield also appears in a tattoo on my torso 

and was rejected by CDCR’s gang experts as a gang-related source item in 1996, 2003 

and 2005, repeatedly stating “symbol not gang specific.”  True and correct copies of my 

2008 inactive review documents can be found at Exhibit P.  

12. My only rules violations in the last 12 years involved the recent hunger strike and the 

unauthorized donation of artwork to a non-profit organization.   

13. I am interested in being a class representative in this case because I would like to 

represent other prisoners who have experienced the same constitutional violations as I, 

and I want to help change and improve CDCR’s policies.  I share this common interest 
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ADDITIONAL PLAINTIFFS’ COUNSEL 
 

CHARLES F.A. CARBONE (SBN 206536) 

Email:  charles@charlescarbone.com 

EVAN CHARLES GREENBERG (SBN 271356) 

Email:  evan@charlescarbone.com 

LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES CARBONE 

P.O. Box 2809 

San Francisco, CA  94126 

Tel:  (415) 981-9773 

Fax:  (415) 981-9774 

 

MARILYN S. MCMAHON (SBN 270059) 

Email:  marilyn@prisons.org 

CALIFORNIA PRISON FOCUS 

1904 Franklin Street, Suite 507 

Oakland, CA  94612 

Tel:  (510) 734-3600 

Fax:  (510) 836-7222 

 

ANNE BUTTERFIELD WEILLS (SBN 139845) 

Email:  aweills@aol.com 

SIEGEL & YEE 

499 14TH STREET, SUITE 300 

Oakland, CA  94612 

Tel:  (510) 839-1200 

Fax:  (510) 444-6698 

 

CAROL STRICKMAN (SBN 78341) 

Email:  carol@prisonerswithchildren.org 

LEGAL SERVICES FOR PRISONERS WITH CHILDREN 

1540 Market Street, Suite 490 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

Tel:  (415) 255-7036 

Fax:  (415) 552-3150 
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